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April 1884. Mr. Tebbuil , Comet a 1884. 283 

Observations of Comet a 1884, made at Windsor , New South Wales. 

By John Tebbutt. 

On tbe evening of January 14 1 received from the Melbourne 
Observatory a telegram to the effect that a small comet vas 
found there on the nth. Its position and daily motion for the 
12th were communicated, but owing to clouds and smoke I did 
not succeed in finding the comet till the 19th. It was then just 
beyond the reach of unassisted vision. In the telescope it pre¬ 
sented itself as a round nebula, about two minutes of arc in 
diameter, "with a bright condensation in the centre. There was 
no definite nucleus in the micrometer eye-piece, but a short tail 
could be distinguished. The comet faded very rapidly, and was 
observed with extreme difficulty on February 2. The accompany¬ 
ing places have been deduced from comparisons made with a 
square bar micrometer on the 4i-inch equatorial. In bringing 
up the mean places of the comparison stars from the various 
authorities the precessions and secular variations have been 
adopted from Stone’s Cape Catalogue. With the exception of" 
star No. 6 no reliable authority exists for proper motion. The 
proper motion of this star is very large, and has been taken from 
that Catalogue. I trust at a luture opportunity to be able to 
send a determination of the orbit. Considering the rapid fading 
of the comet from our view it is probable that the heliocentric 
motion is retrograde. I commenced observations of Pons* 
comet on January 13. 
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284 Mr. Telbutt , Comet of 1884. xliv. 6, 

Mean Places of the Comparison Stars for 1884*0, with the Reductions to the 
Apparent Places for the Pates of Observation. 
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April 1884. Melbourne Observations of Comet Boss . 
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